


1 1

IUSS Bulletin 146



2 2

International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS)

President 		 Victor Okechukwu Chude	 president@iuss.org 

President Elect		 Bruce Lascelles	 presidentelect@iuss.org 

Past President		 Edoardo A.C. Costantini 	 pastpresident@iuss.org	

Vice President Congress 	 Jiabao Zhang	 vicepresidentcongress@iuss.org

Secretariat Responsibles 	 Giuseppe Corti, Filiberto Altobelli	 iuss.secretariat@crea.gov.it

Treasurer 	 Andreas Baumgarten	 treasurer@iuss.org

Secretary	 Irene Fabbri	 iuss.secretariat@crea.gov.it

Division 1 	 Richard Heck	 chairdivision1@iuss.org

Division 2 	 Giuseppe Corti	 chairdivision2@iuss.org

Division 3 	 Renfang Shen	 chairdivision3@iuss.org

Division 4 	 Claudio Zaccone	 chairdivision4@iuss.org

Budgets & Finance 	 Kye-Hoon ‘John’ Kim	 johnkim@uos.ac.kr

Awards & Prizes	 Cristine Morgan	 cmorgan@soilhealthinstitute.org 

Statutes & Structure	 Cornie Van Huyssteen	 vanhuyssteencw@gmail.com

Presidential Elections	 Rainer Horn	 rhorn@soils.uni-kiel.de

Contact Information 	 Irene Fabbri	 iuss.secretariat@crea.gov.it

Via della Navicella 2-4, 00184 Rome, Italy

T: +39 06 47836, 

Site: http://www.iuss.org/

ISBN 979-8-9862451-2-6

Copyright IUSS, Roma, Italia

Editors in Chief: Filiberto Altobelli, Giuseppe Corti; 

Editorial Assistant: Maria Grazia Piazza; 

Editorial Board: Filiberto Altobelli, Giuseppe Corti, Micaela Conterio, Silvia Dell’Orco, Petra Engel, Irene Fabbri, 
Claudia Fontana, Cristina Giannetti, Alexia Giovannetti, Andrea Martelli, Maria Grazia Piazza, Monica Ranuzzi, Da-
vide Rapinesi, Silvia Socciarelli, Giulio Viggiani, Paolo Virgilii; 

Graphic Design: Francesco Ambrosini

The IUSS Bulletin is the official Newsletter of the International Union of Soil Sciences.

Free download on the IUSS website.

mailto:president%40iuss.org%20%20?subject=
mailto:presidentelect@iuss.org
mailto:iuss.secretariat@crea.gov.it
http://www.iuss.org/


3 3

Summary
IUSS Reports												            4

Report from the Past President										          4

Report from the IUSS Secretariat										          5

Stimulus Fund 												            7

News from National and Regional Soil Science Societies					     12

News from the Divisions											          17

Other News from the IUSS										          35

2025-2034 Decade of Soil Sciences for Sustainable Development 				    40

Conference and Meeting Reports  									         44

Publications												            47



44 44

Conference and Meeting 
Reports  
The International Scientific Conference XXVI-
II Dokuchaev Conference for Young Scientists 
«Information capacity of knowledge about soil»   

 

Date: 27th, February – 1st, March 2025  

Location: St. Petersburg, Russia 

St Petersburg Uni-
versity and the V.V. 
Dokuchaev Cen-
tral Museum of Soil 
have hosted the 
28th Dokuchaev’s 
Youth Readings, an 
international sci-

entific conference. It brought together about 150 
participants from various regions of Russia and 
foreign countries, including Uzbekistan, Belarus, 
Turkmenistan, Serbia, Bulgaria, and Ecuador.

The Dokuchaev’s Youth Readings have been held 
annually since 1998 and are timed to coincide with 
the birthday of Vasily Dokuchaev, an outstanding 
naturalist, and founder of soil science. The con-
ference traditionally serves to fulfil an urgent task: 
the formation of knowledge about soil from the or-
igins of soil science to the present day. This year, 
the event is dedicated to the Decade of Science 
and Technology in Russia and the celebration of 
the 80th anniversary of the nuclear industry.

The topic of the Dokuchaev’s Readings this year 
is “The information capacity of knowledge about 
soil”.

Elena Sukhacheva is Professor in the Department 
of Soil Science and Soil Ecology at St Petersburg 
University and Director of the V.V. Dokuchaev Cen-
tral Museum of Soil. She noted that issues that 
were considered at the Dokuchaev’s Youth Read-
ings in 2025 are related to the chemical compo-
sition, properties and functions of soils, soil da-
tabases as the basis for soil and environmental 
monitoring, issues in accumulation of radionu-
clides and heavy metals in ecosystems, as well as 
digital soil mapping, and the use of geographical 
information systems in soil science.

“The Dokuchaev’s Youth Readings play an im-
portant role in discussing scientific issues, ex-

changing experiences between students, doctoral 
students, and early-career researchers, testing re-
search materials, acquiring communication skills 
with the audience, and shaping the educational 
environment,” Elena Sukhacheva emphasised.

She added that St Petersburg University is an im-
portant scientific centre for soil scientists all over 
the world. In the Assembly Hall of the Twelve Col-
legia building in 1883, Vasily Dokuchaev defended 
his doctoral thesis “The Russian chernozem”.

Students from 
schools in St Pe-
tersburg and other 
Russian cities have 
traditionally become 
active participants 
in the Dokuchaev’s 
Readings. “The par-
ticipation of school 

students in the conference is an element of the 
end-to-end environmental education system and 
contributes to the development of an ecological 
worldview, broadening horizons and professional 
orientation in the field of environmental studies 
and protection,” Elena Sukhacheva said.

A special place in the conference was occupied 
by the school section “From school to science”, 
where participants aged 11 to 16 were able to con-
solidate their knowledge of the basics of soil sci-
ence, agricultural chemistry, and soil ecology.

International Lysimeter and Ecotron Workshop. 
“Measurement Methods for Environmental 
Monitoring” 

 Date: March 24th-26th, 2025  

Location: Hallbergmoos, Germany 

All over the world, ecosystems are confronted with 
numerous global environmental changes. This 
affects everything: Agriculture, urban planning, 
groundwater. Lysimeters and Ecotrons accurately 
measure these changes and help to better under-
stand soils, waters and plants.

You can use our lysimeter technology for studies 
on the water balance of ecosystems, the evapo-
transpiration of the site or the water requirements 
of irrigated plants. You can also use our mini-labo-
ratories to simulate different types of land use and 
how certain ecosystems react to different climatic 
conditions.

The more information of the workshop and the sci-
entific lectures is available at: Review of the Lysim-

(Pictures credits www.unesco.
org)
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