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1. GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 

1.1. Present regulation on the International Scientific Conference "Dokuchaev Youth 

Readings" (hereinafter referred to as the Regulation) determines the goals, tasks, procedure 

for preparation and holding of the conference, terms, conditions of participation and 

summarizing the results of the International Scientific Conference "Dokuchaev Youth 

Readings" (hereinafter referred to as the Conference). 

1.2. The organizers of the conference are: Dokuchaev Central Soil Science Museum – 

branch of the Federal State Budgetary Scientific Institution, the Federal Research Center 

V.V. Dokuchaev Soil Science Institute (hereinafter referred to as the Dokuchaev Central 

Soil Science Museum), Saint Petersburg State University (hereinafter referred to as the 

SPbSU), Autonomous Non-Commercial Organization Preservation and development of 

Dokuchaev scientific heritage «Soil – life» (hereinafter referred to as the ANO «Soil – Life»), 

Dokuchaev Society of Soil Science and Interregional civil society organization «Nature 

protection union» (hereinafter referred to as the Interregional CSO «Nature protection 

union»). 

1.3. Information about the Conference is posted on the official website of the 

Conference (https://www.dokuchaevskie.ru/?lang=en), as well as on the websites of the 

Dokuchaev Central Soil Science Museum (https://soil-museum.ru/) and the SPbSU 

(https://english.spbu.ru/) and on social networks, and is sent by e-mail dkonf(year of the 

conference)@gmail.com. 

1.4. An Organizing Committee of the conference (hereinafter referred to as the 

Organizing Committee) is been created to organization and holding of the conference. The 

Organizing Committee is to students, Ph.D. students, graduates and teachers of the 

Department of Soil Science and Soil Ecology of the SPbSU and researchers of the 

Dokuchaev Central Soil Science Museum.  

1.5. Languages of conference - Russian, English. 

 

2. GOALS AND TASKS 

2.1. The purpose of the Conference is to develop interest among schoolchildren, 

students, and Ph.D. students in systematic research and experimental activities, to encourage 

the practical application of knowledge and the testing of data obtained by young scientists 

as a result of research work in the field of soil science and related sciences. 

2.2. General tasks of the Conference: 

Testing by students, Ph.D. students and young scientists (hereinafter referred to as 

participants) of various universities and scientific organizations in Russia and other 

countries of their own scientific research materials in the field of soil science and related 

sciences;  

2.2.1. To draw the attention of schoolchildren to problems related to soils and their 

condition, their importance in ensuring a comfortable human life, as well as the 

development of ecological thinking; 
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2.2.2. Attracting graduating students to the main educational program (MEP) «Soil 

Science» and other programs of the Institute of Earth Sciences of the SPBSU as part of 

career guidance; 

2.2.3. Exchange of experience among students and young scientists; 

2.2.4. Formation of an educational environment in the professional development of a 

specialist; 

2.2.5. Development of interregional and international cooperation and networking 

between schoolchildren, students and young scientists; 

2.2.6. Gaining experience in organizing and holding major international scientific 

events for students and young scientists; 

2.2.7. Improving additional ecological and biological education for children, sharing 

experiences and familiarizing students with the results of research work (project activities). 

 

3. ORGANIZING AND WORKING COMMITTEES OF THE CONFERENCE 

3.1. The overall management of the Conference Organizing Committee is carried out 

by the Chairman. 

3.2. The Conference Organizing Committee consists of the Chairman, Deputy 

Chairman, Executive Secretary, Secretary, members of the Organizing and Program 

Committees; 

3.3. The Executive Secretary, Secretary and members of the Organizing Committee 

are appointed by the Chairman; 

3.4. The Program Committee consists of representatives of the organizing institutions 

and co-organizing institutions of the Conference; 

3.5. The Organizing Committee: 

3.5.1. Carries out direct organization and holding of the conference; 

3.5.2. Provides information support for the conference; 

3.5.3. Accepts abstracts and articles for publication in the conference proceedings and 

the periodical of the SPBSU and the Dokuchaev Central Soil Science Museum «Materials 

for the Study of Russian Soils»; 

3.5.4. Prepares and processes the Conference documentation; 

3.5.5. Approves the list of participants and forms the program of plenary session and 

sessions; 

3.5.6. Awards participants with certificates and diplomas; 

3.5.7. Provides (forms) a resolution based on the results of the past Conference and 

announces it to the participants at the closing of the Conference; 

3.5.8. Has its own seal, which used on certificates, diplomas and official letters 

(including invitations) and confirms the authenticity of the Conference documents. 

3.5.9. Appoints members of the working committee annually; 

3.6. The Working Committee: 

3.6.1. It is appointed annually by the Organizing Committee from among students, 

Ph.D. students, teachers and researchers of the SPBSU, the Dokuchaev Central Soil Science 
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Museum and other institutions; 

3.6.2. Consists of reviewers, section chairs and curators; 

3.6.3. Reviews and recommends abstracts of participants for publication; 

3.6.4. Participates in holding sessions and evaluating speakers' presentations; 

3.6.5. Prepares reports of the sections' work, prepares analytical reports and announces 

the results of the sections' work at the closing of the Conference. 

 

4. PLACE AND DATE OF THE CONFERENCE 

4.1. The conference is held at the St. Petersburg State University (address: 7/9, 

Universitetskaya Embankment, St. Petersburg and 29, 16th Line of Vasilievsky Island) 

and the Dokuchaev Central Soil Science Museum (address: 6, Birzhevoy Proezd, St. 

Petersburg), as well as other co-organizing institutions. 

4.2. The opening date of the Conference coincides with V.V. Dokuchaev's 

birthday—March 1. If March 1 is a day off, the organizing committee reserves the right 

to reschedule it for the next working day. 

 

5. CONFERENCE CONTENTS 

5.1. The conference includes thematic sessions for students, Ph.D. students and 

young scientists, as well as a school session. 

5.2. Conference reports are divided into oral presentations (plenary and sessional) 

and poster presentations. 

5.3. The Conference offers two forms of participation: off-line and absentee with 

the possibility of on-line presentation. The absentee form of participation involves both 

the publication of abstracts in the Conference proceedings without oral presentation, and 

oral presentation in on-line. 

5.4. The theme of the Conference and topics of the sessions work are approved at 

the annual first meeting of the Conference by the Organizing Committee. 

 

6. CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION 

6.1. Participants of the conference can be: 

6.1.1. Schoolchildren from educational institutions and institutions of additional 

education of the Russian Federation, who have not reached the age of 18 at the time of 

the Conference, who conducted practical scientific research under the supervision of 

teachers, methodologists or employees of universities and research institutes during 

educational practices in extracurricular activities; participated in summer city and field 

camps, walking tours and expeditions; carried out experimental and research work in 

laboratories, "Nature corners", greenhouses, at home, etc.; 

6.1.2. Students, Ph.D. students, young scientists without an academic degree 
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and Ph.D. up to 35 years old (inclusive), as well as Dr. up to 40 years old (inclusive) 

from Russia and other countries, whose research is related to the topic of the 

Conference; 

6.1.3. The number of abstracts from one educational organization is not limited; 

6.1.4. The text of the abstracts should be designed in accordance with the 

requirements specified in an attachment 3; 

6.1.5. The maximum number of authors in an abstract is 5 people; 

6.1.6. A co-authorship of students, Ph.D. students and young scientists with the 

supervisor or other employees of scientific institutions whose age exceeds 35 years (for 

Ph.D.) or 40 years (for Dr.) is strictly not allowed; 

6.1.7. A co-authorship of schoolchildren with their supervisor is allowed but the 

maximum number of authors in an abstract should not exceed 5 people; 

6.4. For abstracts with more than the permitted number of authors and whose 

co-authors include the scientific supervisors, the list of authors will be reduced during 

peer review. The Organizing Committee reserves the right not to notify abstract authors 

that their list has been reduced, as the author confirms that they have read the 

Conference Regulations upon registration;  

6.5. Abstracts that do not contain a research or experimental part are not 

allowed to participate in the Conference; 

6.6. Conference participants provide the Organizing Committee with the 

License agreement to the publication of abstracts (an attachment 2); 

6.7. Travel, meals costs, Hotel accommodation have covered by the sending 

organization or have yourself. 

 

7. SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS AND ABSTRACTS 

7.1. The deadlines for submission of applications for participation in the 

Conference by authors are indicated in the first information letter; 

7.2. Applications are submitted using the form posted on the Conference website in 

the “Participate” section (an attachment 1), or by another method specified in the 

information letter. 

7.3. Participants can indicate their wishes for the selection of the session, form of 

participation and form of presentation, but the final distribution of participants by 

sections will be carried out by the organizing committee. 

7.4. The text of the abstracts should be designed in accordance with the 

requirements specified in the Informational letter 1 and an attachment 3; 

7.5. Abstracts are accepted only in the form of MS Office Word format (doc. or 

docx.); 

7.6. The file with the abstract should be named by the first author last name 
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(«Ivanov.doc» or «Ivanov.docx»). 

7.7. Last line of the abstracts – full name, academic degree, post of supervisor who 

recommended an abstract. 

7.8. The organizing committee has the right to select materials according to the 

topics of the Conference. 

7.9. All abstracts are processed at the review stage. Reviews are sent to authors 

anonymously (without indicating the reviewer’s name). Reviewer has the right to refuse 

publication of materials that do not correspond to the Conference topics or not meet the 

requirements, to make changes to the abstracts without notification of authors or send 

them for revision. Authors are required to correct the abstracts in accordance with the 

comments provided by the reviewer.  

7.10. All submitted and accepted abstracts (in Russian or in English) will be 

published by the beginning of conference in the abstract book (an electronic 

version_author's edition). Editorial board of the Organizing Committee has the right to 

make changes to the abstracts without notification of authors or send them for revision. 

The best papers will be published in periodical of the SPBSU and the Dokuchaev 

Central Soil Science Museum of the collection "Materials for the study of Russian 

soils". 

 

8. FORMS OF PARTICIPATION 

8.1. Possible forms of participation in the work of the Conference: 

8.1.1. Oral presentation at a plenary session; 
8.1.2. Oral presentation at a session; 

8.1.3. Poster presentation at a session; 

8.1.4. The publication of abstracts in the Conference proceedings without an oral 

presentation (absentia participation); 

8.1.5.  The publication of abstracts in the Conference proceedings with an oral 

presentation in on-line; 

8.1.6. Participation as a listener. 

8.2. Participation in the school session is only off-line. Form of participation is an oral 

presentation. 

8.3. Speaking time: 

Performances: 5 minutes 
Plenary reports: 15 minutes; 

Section reports:  to 10 minutes; 

Poster reports: 3 minutes. 

8.4. The Сonference is held in a mixed format. Absentia participants and listeners 

can join the plenary session and sessions in on-line. Link to the connection will 

be sent in the Information letter 3.  
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9. REVIEW OF THE RESULTS OF THE CONFERENCE AND GRADUATION 

9.1. The Conference will provide documents confirming participation in the 

Conference: 

- Conference participant’s certificate; 

- Certificate of the Organizing Committee member (upon request); 

- Plenary Speaker's Diploma; 

- Diploma for I, II, III places; 

- Diploma of participation in the school session; 
9.2. Conference participants who presented an oral or a poster presentation in off-

line or an oral presentation in on-line will receive a Conference participant certificate in 

an electronic form (Attachment 6). 

9.3. The chairman and the curator of the sessions estimate the presentations 

presented at sessions according to the criteria (Attachment 5), and based on the results of 

the session’s work, select the presentations that received the highest scores. The authors 

of these presentations are awarded diplomas of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd degree (Attachment 

7). The results of the sessions and the names of the diploma winner for I, II, III places 

will be announced at the final meeting of the Conference. 

9.4. The chairman and the curator of the sessions can recommend the best papers 

that will be published in periodical of the SPBSU and the Dokuchaev Central Soil 

Science Museum of the collection "Materials for the study of Russian soils". 

9.5. Students who participated with oral presentation at the Conference will receive 

a Conference participant certificate (Attachment 7). The certificate indicates the paper's 

title, organization, and supervisor. 

9.6. As part of the school session, diplomas of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd degrees are not 

awarded. 

9.7. A separate certificate is not issued to the participants' supervisors.  

9.8. Absentia participations who submited materials for publication in the 

Conference proceedings without presentation will not be issued a certificate in either a 

paper or an electronic form. 

9.9. Awarding of certificates and diplomas: 

9.9.1. The Conference participant certificate and diploma are issued only to those 

participants who personally presented and registered at the Conference; 

9.9.2. If the main author was unable to come to the Conference and present a 

presentation, but a co-author presented, a certificate and/or diploma, if awarded based on 

the results of the reports heard, will be issued in the name of the present member of the 

group of authors; 

9.9.3. If the main author presented to the conference together with his co-authors, 

and they took part in the work of the section, they will be also issued a certificate; 

9.9.4. Conference participant certificates will be sent to the email address specified 

in the registration form within 7 working days after the Closing of the Conference. 
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9.9.5. If a participant incorrectly completed the registration form, the Organizing 

Committee declines all responsibility for any errors in the certificate. Errors can only be 

corrected if blank forms are available. 

10. FEES 

10.1. Registration fee for near foreign participants (CIS countries) for off-line 

participation and each abstract submitted to the Conference is to 2500 RUB (students, 

Ph.D. students and young scientists), 1000 RUB (schoolchildren). 

Registration fee for off-line participants includes the publishing of the program (a 

printed version) and the abstract book (an electronic version), the publishing of the 

abstract books for library (printed version), set of participant, expendable supplies, 

coffee breaks. 

10.2. Registration fee for near foreign participants (CIS countries) for absentia 

participants with the possibility of on-line presentation and each abstract submitted to 

the Conference is to 1500 RUB. 

Registration fee for absentia participants includes the publishing of the program 

and the abstract book (an electronic version), the publishing of the abstract books 

for library (printed version), expendable supplies. 

10.3. Participation in the Conference is free (for far foreign participants). 

10.4. Registration fee may be changed by decision of the Organizing Committee 

and subject to the availability of grant funding. 

10.5. Written proof of payment of the registration fee will be issued only upon 

request by the participant. The organizing committee may provide an accountants' report 

as proof of payment. 
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Attachment 1 

 Application form 
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Attachment 2 

 
To Mrs. Elena Iu. Sukhacheva  

Director of Dokuchaev Central Soil Science  

Museum – branch of FSBSI FRC V.V. Dokuchaev  

Soil Science Institute 

 

LICENSE AGREEMENT 

 

I, author’s name, grant to Dokuchaev Central Soil Science Museum – branch of FSBSI FRC V.V. 

Dokuchaev Soil Science Institute (Licensee) the non-exclusive free right to publish the edited version of  the article 

«Article title» in the collection of conference materials «Материалы Международной научной конференции XXX 

Докучаевские молодежные чтения «Почва – жизнь: почвоведение как ключевой элемент изучения биосферы и 

антропосферы» (Hereinafter - the Work) and to distribute the Work as part of the collection at the specified 

conditions without restriction of territory of use and without limiting the number of the print run. I hereby confirm 

the consent of all co-authors on the transfer of similar rights if the article was created in collaboration, as well as 

guarantee that they have the exclusive rights to transmit their articles. 

At the same time I grant to Licensee the non-exclusive free right to reproduce the Work, to distribute the 

Work, to bring the Work to public attention in such a way that any person may get an access to the Work from any 

public place, including the Internet, and at any time at its sole option, to process the forms of the submission of the 

Work in electronic and printing formats, and the right to process the personal data specified in this agreement. 

The right of using the Work is granted to Licensee from the moment of signing this agreement without 

restriction of the territory of use in Russian language during all period of validity of the exclusive right to the Work. 

I hereby warrant that: 

1. I am the holder of the exclusive right to the Work and I have the right to sign this Agreement;  

2. the Work has not been submitted to anyone else for publication or any other use; there are no other persons who 

possess any and all rights to the Work; granting to the Licensee the right to use the Work will not violate the 

rights and legitimate interests of third parties; 

3. the Work includes all the references to the author’s and/or publications (materials) cited in the Work in 

accordance with the legislation of the Russian Federation; 

4. the Author (Coauthors) has obtained all the necessary permissions to use in their Work results of intellectual 

activity that do not belong to the Author (Coauthors), facts and other third-party content; 

5. the Work does not contain materials prohibited for publication in accordance with the legislation of the Russian 

Federation, and publication and distribution of the Work will not result in disclosure of secret (confidential) or 

proprietary  information. 
I agree that the implementation by Licensee of any actions of using the Work defined by this agreement 

during 10 years from the signing date means the concluding of the license agreement granting the right to use the 

Work according to the conditions specified in this agreement between Licensee and myself. 
 

Author’s full 

name 

First name, last name 

Address:  

Е-mail _____@mail.com 

Signature  Author’s name Date:  
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Attachment 3  

 

Paper requirements 
 

Papers should not be more than 2 pages long. Page size А5, the size of type is 12 pt, 

interval between lines is single, MS Office Word format (doc.), margins of page are 2 cm. It is 

permissible to use graphs, diagrams, tables, illustrative material in black and white. The use of 

contrasting well-distinguishable hatching is allowed. The use of photographs is not allowed. 

The first line is a title of paper (center alignment), the second – authors (center alignment), 

the third – country, city and university (center alignment), the fourth – e-mail (center alignment). 

The text of the abstracts is separated by one line and begins with an indent of 1 cm (width 

alignment). 

Last line – full name, academic degree, post of supervisor 

It is recommended that in-text references to sources used be given in square brackets in the 

format [1]. The numbering of sources in the references is given in the order in which they are 

mentioned in the text. 

A recommendation of a supervisor is necessary for students and Ph.D. students. A co-

authorship with the supervisor is strictly not allowed. The maximum number of authors in 

an article is 5 people. 

 

 

Abstract example: 

SOIL ORGANIC MATTER CHARACTERISTICS  

OF URBANOZEMS IN ST. PETERSBURG 

P.P. Petrov 

Russia, Saint-Petersburg State University 

petrov@mail.bio.pu.ru 

 

Humus and soil formation. Humus and soil formation. Humus and soil formation. Humus 

and soil formation. Humus and soil formation. Humus and soil formation. Humus and soil 

formation. Humus and soil formation. Humus and soil formation [1]. 

The paper is recommended by Doctor, professor I.I. Ivanov. 

References: 

1. Dokuchaev V.V. Russian chernozem. — Saint-Petersburg: Russian collection, 2008. — 

473 
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Attachment 4 

 

 

Rules for chairman of the session 
 

Preparation period: 

1. Come to the session in advance, at least 30 minutes before the start of the meeting, in order to 

have time to prepare everything; 

2. Before starting session work, check for the presence of equipment - computer, projector and 

screen, and turn it on; 

3. If the session is in a mixed format, you need to check logging on to videoconference (Yandex 

Telemost, Zoom, etc.), check the microphone and camera; 

4. Before starting the session, you must download the presentations of all participants to your 

computer; 

5. Also before starting the session it should be noted in the registration sheet of all those who 

came to the session (including listeners). 

Session conducting: 

1. Introduce yourself and the section curator (with academic degree, post). Give information 

about the session: the name of the session, the number of presentations (total for the program) and how 

many people came; 

2. Give the floor to the curator (or not to give - by prior agreement with the curator); 

3. Tell about spealing time; 

4. Сontrol the spealing time; 

5. To announce speakers; 

6. Ask questions to speakers; 

7. At the end of the meeting, summarize with the participants, draw conclusions (which can be 

included in the conference resolution); 

8. By prior agreement with the secretary, invite participants to a coffee break in the middle of the 

session (participants from two or more sessions should not be at the coffee break at the same time); 

9. If a lunch break is included during your section, do not forget to let the participants go for a 

break. 

10. After the meeting, indicate the favorite presentations and presentations recommended for 

publication in the periodical "Materials for the study of Russian soils" - no more than 2-3 and on the 

day of the session send the conclusion on the session and all selected presentations indicating the full 

name of the authors by the Conference email address. Also send a general list of speakers. In the 

subject of a letter write "Session results." Or send documents to a pre-created chat, where the chairmen 

of all sections are invited. 

11. At the end of the session, turn off all equipment; 

12. Do not forget to invite participants to the Сlosing of the Сonference, which is held according 

to the program on the last day of the Conference; 

13. At the Closing of the Conference, present the results of the session: how many participants 

were, from which cities, universities, which presentations were awarded Diplomas of I, II, III degrees, 

who else were selected (if selected) for publication in periodical "Materials for the study of Russian 

soils," or agree with the curator of your session so that he presents the results of the session. 

14. The poster session chairman should, instead of announcing the oral presentations, one after 

another approach the participants' posters and announcing them. Participants should briefly (no more 

than 5 minutes, preferably less) present their poster. Afterward, the other participants, the chairman, 

and the curator ask questions (also no more than 5 minutes). 
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15. The chairman of the school session should discuss the peculiarities of the school session in the 

Dokuchaev Central Soil Science Museum with the executive secretary and secretary of the Conference 

in advance. Before starting the session, inform the participants about the Speaking time for the school 

session - 10 minutes. 
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Attachment 5 

Presentation evaluation criteria 

Presentation Evaluation Form 

Topic of the session 
 

First, Last name 
 

Topic of the 

presentation  

 

Criteria Gradation Marks 

Contents of the work 

 

1. Logic of presentation  

The presentation is logically structured; there are topicality, goal, 

tasks, methods, results and conclusions 
2 

The presentation isn’t  logically structured. There’re not important 
slides of presentation 

0 

 

 

2. 

Completeness 

and specificity 

of information 

in the 

presentation 

The presentation contains complete and clear information on the topic 

of the work. Goal, tasks, results and conclusions correlate 3 

The information in the presentation is not entirely correct or clear. 
Goal, tasks, results and conclusions not full correlate 
 

2 

The information in the presentation is incorrect, unclear or erroneous. 
Goal, tasks, results and conclusions not correlate 
 

0 

3. Topicality of 

investigation 

The research is topicality; theoretically and/or practically 
significant  
 

2 

The research isn’t  topicality; there’re not theoretically and/or 
practically 
significant  

0 

4. Validity of the 

methods used 

Methods used are validating. Outdated soil research methods is not 
used 
 

2 

All or most of the methods are validating. Not more than one outdated 
method is used 
 

1 

Methods aren’t validating. Most of the methods used is outdated 
 

 

Presentation quality 

3. Quality 
of the submitted 

material 

Good quality illustrations, clear figures, text 
easy to read 

1 

Illustrations and text are difficult to read 0 
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4. Presentation 

content 

The presentation is not overloaded with text; graphs used, 
figures, tables 
 

1 

The presentation is overloaded with text and/or uses poorly 
interpreted graphs, figures, and tables 
 

0 

5. Technical quality 

of the presentation 

There’re not major poor spelling or punctuation errors 
 

1 

There’re major poor spelling or punctuation errors 0 

Quality of oral presentation 

 

6. Knowledge of the 

material and literacy 

Speaker is good knowledgeable about information and terminology; 

clearly and correctly presents the material; the presentation does not 

read, but tells 
 

3 

Speaker is knowledgeable about information, clearly and correctly 
presents the material. Speaker reads the presentation 
 

2 

Speaker is knowledgeable about information, but presents it poorly  1 

Speaker isn’t knowledgeable about information, presents it poorly 0 

 

8. Correlates with 

speaking time  

The speaker is clearly within the framework of the speakers time (10 
minutes) 

2 

Speaker's presentation exceeds the speakers time by 2-3 minutes 1 

Speaker miss out the slides of the presentation in order to fit into the 

framework of the speakers time and/or 

speaker does not have time to present all the material in 12 minutes 

0 

7. Answers to 

questions 

The speaker answers all the questions of the audience substantive  3 

Speaker answers most questions 2 

Speaker cannot answer questions substantive 0 

Total Grade Points  

Maximum mark – 20. 
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Attachment 6 

Sample of the Conference participant’s certificate 

 

In Russian 

 

In English 
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Attachment 7 

Sample of the Conference participant's diploma 

 

Plenary Speaker's Diploma Diploma for I place 
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Diploma of participation in the school session 


